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Gov. Beshear, Congressman Rogers Announce More Than $22 Million for Economic Revitalization in Eastern
Kentucky

*CORBIN, Ky. (Oct. 9, 2026)* - Today, at the Shaping Our Appalachian Region [ https://soar-ky.org/ ] (SOAR)
Summit, Gov. Andy Beshear and U.S. Congressman Harold "Hal" Rogers (K'Y -05) announced more than $22
million to help support healthcare, emergency services, infrastructure, energy, education, tourism and economic
development in Eastern Kentucky.

"The people of Eastern Kentucky have supported this country through two world wars, our Industrial Revolution
and by building the greatest middle classin the history of the world. These hardworking families deserveto
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know thereis abright future ahead of them and the investments we announced today will help make that
possible," said * Gov. Beshear*. "By focusing these dollars on healthcare, infrastructure and ongoing economic
growth, we are making sure everyone across this important region has a chance to live out the American
Dream."

The funding announced today comes through the Abandoned Mine Lands Economic Revitalization (AMLER)
program, established by Congressman Rogersin 2016. More than $1.3 billion in federal funding has gone
toward AMLER since the program's founding, of which more than $280 million has been awarded for 120
projectsin Kentucky.

"Over the past decade, the bipartisan AMLER grant program has helped our coal-producing counties pursue new
opportunities to revitalize our region through stronger infrastructure, workforce development, adventure
tourism, advancing access to healthcare and education, expanding broadband and much more," said
*Congressman Rogers*. "These new grants continue our work to create new jobs and opportunities where we
need them most."

Today, the Governor and Congressman awarded:

* More than $4 million to the * Leslie County Fiscal Court* to install over 35,000 linear feet of gasline to
support existing and future businesses. The project will serve 12 businesses, over 100 households and six
schools and churches once compl ete.

* $3.5 million to the * City of London Convention and Tourism Commission* in Laurel County to improve and
complete infrastructure for the Wilderness Road Event Center. The project anticipates up to 65,000 visitors
within the first two years and will create five full-time jobs at opening date.

* $2.9 million for * Johnson County Schools* to support the growth of the nursing and agriculture programs at
the Johnson Central Career and Technical Center. The nursing program will create a healthcare learning
environment that stimulates real life situations through the purchase of simulation equipment and supplies. The
school will also expand its agriculture program by creating a hands-on learning environment with the purchase
of high tunnels and farming equipment. The agriculture program anticipates training 246 students within the
first year and the nursing program expects to train 75 students within the first year and lead to the creation of 50
jobswithin the first five years.

* $2.76 million to * AdventHealth Manchester* in Clay County to allow the hospital to purchase a DaVinci 5
Robotic Surgical System. The system will provide five new surgical serviceswith alessinvasive approach and is
expected to serve 360 patients within the first year.

* $2.5 million to the *Elliott County Fiscal Court* to replace the current emergency medical services (EMYS)
facility in Sandy Hook with alarger, modernized structure that will better support EM S operations and services.
The county anticipates a 3% increase in patients treated within the first year of operation.

* More than $2.2 million to the * City of Cumberland* in Harlan County to replace its aging water distribution
infrastructure and provide dependable access to safe water by adding new water lines. The project is anticipated
to serve 194 households and 50 businesses within the first year after completion.

* $2.15 million to *Letcher County Water and Sewer District* (LCWSD) to install new waterline and provide
water services for the Mountain Comprehensive Health Corp. (MCHC) Children's Autism Center, aswell as 200
households.
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* $1.64 million to the * City of Booneville* in Owsley County for the Sag Hollow Business Development Phase
[1, which will expand overnight lodging at the Sag Hollow area through the construction of three executive
cabins. The project anticipates 2,800 visitors and the creation of two new jobs within the first year, with an
expected revenue increase of over $150,000 by the second year of operation.

* $600,000 to the * Pike County Fiscal Court* to construct a build-ready pad at the Wolfpit Industrial Park. This
project is expected to generate create $125,000 in occupational tax revenue within the first year and will help
attract even more economic investment.

The Governor and Congressman also presented $25.7 million to the Center for Rural Development for six
BEAD award projects [

https://broadbandusa.ntia.gov/funding-programs/broadband-equity-access-and-depl oyment-bead-program | to
expand high speed internet to over 3,000 homes across 12 counties. Gov. Beshear first announced this project on
Wednesday [ https.//www.kentucky.gov/Pages/Activity-stream.aspx?n=GovernorBeshear& prld=2871 ], as part
of arecord $78.8 million awarded to Kentucky from the Appalachian Regional Commission [
https.//www.arc.gov/ ] in fiscal year 2026.

In 2026, the AMLER program awarded 14 grantsin Kentucky, totaling more than $35 million. Those include
$22.2 million in awards announced today in Corbin, two awards totaling $6.6 million for Eastern Kentucky coal
communities announced in June [

https.//www.kentucky.gov/Pages/Activity-stream.aspx ?n=GovernorBeshear& prld=2777 ], three awards totaling
$6.6 million for Western Kentucky coal communities announced in September [
https://www.kentucky.gov/Pages/Activity-stream.aspx ?n=GovernorBeshear& prld=2844 ] and nine awards
totaling more than $22.2 million for Kentucky's Appal achian region. When completed, the 14 projects are
expected to retain or create 257 jobs and train up to 500 Kentuckians annually. Infrastructure projects and
workforce training will serve 165 businesses and 3,369 households; the community wellness projects will serve
over 160,000 people annually; and the tourism projects will help bring in nearly 67,800 visitors annually.

Energy and Environment Cabinet Secretary John Lyons selected the projects for initial vetting by the Kentucky
Division of Abandoned Mine Lands. Sec. Lyons said 112 applications (requesting over $268 million) were
received for consideration.

"The AMLER program is one of the most fulfilling programs we're involved in," said Secretary of the Energy
and Environment Cabinet * John Lyons*. "These projects bring new life to our coal communities and create
innovative solutions for tourism and business. They aso bring much-needed services to our coa regions.”

Information about the AMLER program can be found on the Energy and Environment Cabinet website [
https:.//eec.ky.gov/Natural-Resources/Mining/Abandoned-Mine-Lands/Pagess AMLER_Program.aspx ] or by
contacting Samantha Johnson, director of the Kentucky Division of Abandoned Mine Lands, at 300 Sower
Boulevard, Frankfort, KY 40601. Office: 502-782-9913, e-mail: SamanthaM.Johnson@ky.gov.

* Award Recipient Quotes*
"We are deeply grateful to Congressman Hal Rogers for his support in securing this AMLAR grant and to our
AdventHealth Manchester team whose dedication helped make this possible," said * Nick Bejarano*, president
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and CEO of AdventHealth Manchester. "This investment will help bring advanced surgical care closer to home
for people across southeastern Kentucky, giving more patients access to the care they need without having to
travel far from their families and support systems.
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