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ODOT, local partners celebrate new U.S. 97 interchange and safety improvementsin Terrebonne
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oregon department of transportation
News Release

ODOT, local partners celebrate new U.S. 97 interchange and safety improvementsin Terrebonne
People using giant scissors to cut aribbon.

Interim ODOT Director Chris Warner cuts the ribbon being held by students from Terrebonne Community
School at Monday's ribbon-cutting event. Local leaders, project partners, ODOT staff and community members
joined in the celebration of the newly completed project.
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For more information, contact Kacey Davey <kacey.|.davey@odot.oregon.gov>, 541-280-2716

TERREBONNE - The Oregon Department of Transportation joined local leaders, community members, and
Terrebonne Community School students Monday to celebrate safety improvements on U.S. 97 through
Terrebonne. The project brings significant changes to how people travel through Terrebonne, including a new
interchange at Lower Bridge Way, improved pedestrian and bicycle connections, and safety features designed to
make it easier for people to navigate the busy U.S. 97 corridor.

Students and families from Terrebonne Community School joined the ribbon-cutting ceremony to celebrate the
new multi-use paths. Students shared artwork inspired by the question, "What do safe roads mean to me?' The
new connections make it safer and easier for children, families and other community membersto walk, bike or
roll between the school, surrounding neighborhoods and other destinationsin Terrebonne.
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For drivers, the project addresses another longstanding challenge: getting on and off U.S. 97 safely. Astraffic
volumes have grown in central Oregon, accessing the highway from local roads and crossing highway traffic
have become increasingly difficult. The new interchange eliminates the need for drivers to make left turns across
highway traffic at Lower Bridge Way, providing a safer and more efficient way to enter and exit U.S. 97 without
waiting for gapsin traffic.

"This project is about more than a new interchange. It's about helping people move safely through their
community, whether they're driving to work, walking to school or traveling through Central Oregon," said
ODOT construction and project manager Bill Martin. "It's also an example of what we can accomplish when
state and local partners work together to address transportation needs."

* | mprovements for the whole community*
The project includes:

* A new full-access interchange at U.S. 97 and Lower Bridge Way that allows drivers to enter and exit the
highway without crossing oncoming highway traffic.

* A dog bone-style roundabout configuration beneath the interchange to help keep local traffic moving.

* A series of gentle curves on the south end of Terrebonne designed to encourage drivers to slow down as they
enter town.

* A new turnaround on the south end of Terrebonne that allows southbound drivers to safely change direction
and head north on U.S. 97.

* New and improved sidewalks, bicycle lanes, and shoulders that provide safer connections for people walking
and biking throughout the community.

* Improved pedestrian crossings and connections between Terrebonne Community School, nearby
neighborhoods and other community destinations.

* Upgraded pavement, signs, striping and lighting.

The improvements benefit local residents, businesses and travelers using U.S. 97, an important freight and travel
corridor connecting communities throughout Central Oregon.

*A partnership to improve U.S. 97*

Funding for the $39 million project included $20 million through Oregon's 2017 transportation package, House
Bill 2017 and a $10 million contribution from Deschutes County.

Monday's celebration included remarks from interim ODOT Director Chris Warner, ODOT Construction
Manager Bill Martin, Oregon Transportation Commissioner and Deschutes County Commissioner Phil Chang,

Deschutes County Commissioner Patti Adair and Terrebonne Community School Principal Cyndi Ganfield.

*_earn more*
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For more information about the U.S. 97 Lower Bridge Way to NW 10th Street project, visit the project website.
[ https://www.oregon.gov/odot/proj ects/pages/project-detail s.aspx ?project=21162 |

Kids holding posters.

Terrebonne Community School's Principal Cyndi Ganfield is joined by students Easton, Elanor, Inga, Nate and
Priawhose posters display what safe roads mean to them.

"We're recruiting for some positions that provide vital servicesto our state."

"Apply now at ODOTJobs.com |
https://oregon.wd5.myworkdayjobs.com/en-US/SOR_External_Career_Site?hiringCompany=47688ccd4cac014
f570a979ec2233d33 ]."
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