NOTICE NEARBY - COMMUNITY MEMORIAL

Calvin Lee Brooks

July 9, 1947 - May 19, 2026
Detroit, Michigan

Calvin Lee Brooks died in Detroit on May 19, 2026. He was seventy-eight. Born there on July 9, 1947, he grew
up knowing the plant whistle as a clock. His father walked into the same gates Calvin later walked into. That
was not atragedy to him. It was aliving. He joined the line, then the union, and spent years as a steward who
would rather settle a grievance at the break table than win a speech.

He worked metals and then the jobs that remained after the metals moved. He learned the contract the way some

men learn scripture, which isto say he could quote the useful parts and ignore the poetry. Y ounger workers came
to him because he would tell them if they were wrong. Management came to him because he would tell them the

same thing. He did not confuse a paycheck with gratitude, or alayoff with fate. He kept a notebook.

He married Denise Brooksin 1971, in a church on the west side that later became a parking lot and then a
memory. They raised a daughter and a son in a bungalow he painted every seven years whether it needed it or
not. Denise kept the choir. Calvin kept the grill and the rule that you do not start eating until the person who
cooked sits down. After the last plant job he drove for a cousin's moving company and still showed up at union
picnics with afolding chair.

Neighbors remember a man who shoveled more than his own walk, who could name every Motown single of
1965 in order if you made the mistake of doubting him, and who sat on the porch in the evening asif the block
were a committee he had been elected to. He died in Detrait, the city he refused to narrate as aruin. The work
changed. He did not leave. That was the whole poalitics of him.
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Homegoing in Detroit, with a meal afterward. The family welcomes a favorite record and a gift toa UAW
scholarship or neighborhood tool library.
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