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Emily Elizabeth Dickinson
December 10, 1830 - May 15, 1886

Amherst, Massachusetts

Emily Elizabeth Dickinson died in the Homestead on Main Street in Amherst, Massachusetts, on May 15, 1886.
She was fifty-five. Bright's disease had narrowed the last years; she had already narrowed the life, by choice, to
a garden, a few correspondents, and a locked chest of poems. Born in that house on December 10, 1830, she
lived almost her whole life within a walk of the village burying ground where she now lies.

 

Only a handful of poems appeared in print while she lived, and those were tidied by editors who disliked her
dashes. After her death the manuscripts - fascicles sewn by hand, alternate words stacked like choices - became
the American poem later scholars had to learn to leave alone. She baked the family's bread, kept the bulbs, and
wrote at a small table as if the work were another household task that would not announce itself.

 

She wore white in the late years and spoke to visitors from the stairs. The solitude was not emptiness; it was a
method. Thomas Wentworth Higginson, who never quite knew what to do with her, at least kept the letters.
Sister Lavinia found the packets and refused to let them stay private.

 

Amherst is the only city that belongs on this page. The house and the grave in West Cemetery are a short walk
apart. The poems still arrive as if they had been slipped under a door.

 

Higginson called her his partially cracked poet and still could not stop reading. The later variorum editions
restored the dashes the first editors had treated as a lady's mistake. She remains easier to quote than to
domesticate. Main Street in Amherst is still a short walk between the kitchen and the stone.
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Services
Died in Amherst on May 15, 1886. Interment at West Cemetery, Amherst.

NN-OBIT-2026-H0911A
https://noticenearby.com/obituaries/emily-elizabeth-dickinson-obituary-amherst-ma
On-chain proof: https://noticenearby.com/obituaries/emily-elizabeth-dickinson-obituary-amherst-ma/proof
View on blockchain: https://basescan.org/tx/0xa7cc7c4999b1ba988839478121c9fc66c21b005aee13dbb88408a12e2d402489
Base stores the content hash, publication number, memorial id, and timestamp - not the full obituary text. The complete memorial remains on Notice
Nearby. This is not a legal affidavit.
This page is a memorial, not a legal affidavit.
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