NOTICE NEARBY - COMMUNITY MEMORIAL

Ernestine Pear eatham

September 9, 1947 - September 8, 2026
Newport News, Virginia

Ernestine Pearl Cheatham died in Newport News on September 8, 2026. She was seventy-nine. Born there on
September 9, 1947, she grew up knowing the yard as a clock that did not sleep, and she learned a steam table
before she learned a highway. A tray, she said, isakind of sentence: it has to arrive complete.

She spent twenty-eight years in a shipyard cafeteria that fed people who argued about hulls over gravy. She
started washing hotel pans that never quite came clean. She ended running a breakfast line that had to catch
welders who came in late from a shift that had already been working since dark. She kept extra milk without
making a speech about it. When a storm closed the gates she still opened the kitchen, because weather is not an
excuse to skip ameal.

She married Howard Cheatham in 1968. They raised a daughter and a son in a bungalow that needed a new
porch every twenty years. Howard worked the yard. Ernestine packed lunches that could survive humidity. After
he died in 2012 she kept his chair for ayear and then gave it to a grandson who needed a place to do homework.

Neighbors remember a woman who brought extra cornbread to a night shift without staying for thanks, who
knew which intern needed a second explanation, and who could hear arice pot without looking. She loved a
late-summer tomato, a clean map of the lunch count, and the particular quiet after the last tray. She died in
Newport News, in the heat she had always preferred to a clean cold. The line is still moving. Someone el se will
count the milk.

Services
A gathering in Newport News in the evening. A gift to a shipyard meal fund or a school breakfast program suits

Notice Nearby - noticenearby.com - Obituary Placement NN-OBIT-2026-C227 - Page 1 of 2



her.

NN-OBIT-2026-C227

https://noti cenearby.com/obituari es/ernestine-pearl -cheatham-obituary-newport-news-va

On-chain proof: https://noticenearby.com/obituaries/ernesti ne-pearl-cheatham-obituary-newport-news-va/proof

View on blockchain: https://basescan.org/tx/0x004e883809e75e446bch3bd3d5a2f 23ac5b0b6130142198f eedcaf alealadd36

Base stores the content hash, publication number, memorial id, and timestamp - not the full obituary text. The complete memorial remains on Notice
Nearby. Thisisnot a legal affidavit.

This pageisa memorial, not alegal affidavit.
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