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Eunice Fay Culbreth
March 3, 1946 - August 30, 2026

Valdosta, Georgia

Eunice Fay Culbreth died in Valdosta on August 30, 2026, at eighty. She was born there on March 3, 1946, when
a warehouse was a clock and a pine flat was a weekday neighbor. She learned a steam table before she learned a
highway. A crossing, she said later, is a kind of sentence: it has to arrive complete.

 

She spent sixteen years in a warehouse that treated a leaf as a promise, then another fourteen as a crossing guard
who trained new hands that a railroad is not a suggestion. She kept extra gloves in a crate for the child whose
morning had already been too long. When ice glazed the duals she still made the first run, because weather is
not an excuse to skip a route. She knew which house needed an extra minute and which parent needed a quiet
nod instead of a horn.

 

She married Howard Culbreth in 1967. They raised a son and a daughter in a bungalow that needed a new roof
more often than the budget admitted. After Howard died in 2012 she kept his chair for a year and then gave it to
a grandson who needed a place to do homework.

 

Neighbors remember a woman who would sit with a stranger's child until the aunt arrived from Tifton, who
hated a messy clipboard, and who said you're on time in a way that actually meant the work would get done. She
died in Valdosta, in heat she had always said you could live with if you dressed for it. The route is someone
else's now.

Services
A gathering in Valdosta. A gift to a school-crossing scholarship or a pine-flat pantry is welcome.
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