
NOTICE NEARBY - HISTORICAL FIGURE

Gene Autry
September 29, 1907 - October 2, 1998

Studio City, California

Orvon Grover "Gene" Autry - American singing cowboy who turned radio, B-westerns, and Christmas carols
into a civic brand of honesty - died at his home in Studio City, California, on October 2, 1998. He was
ninety-one. Born September 29, 1907, in Tioga, Texas, he rode from telegraph offices and Oklahoma radio into
films that defined the straight-shooting hero for a generation of kids who still believed a white hat meant
something.

 

Back in the Saddle Again, Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer, and Here Comes Santa Claus made him a holiday
fixture. He flew with the Army Air Forces in World War II, later owned the California Angels, and built a
Western museum in Los Angeles so the gear would not vanish into attic boxes. He died of lymphoma
complications at home in Studio City.

 

Texas gave him the drawl; Hollywood gave him the range. He worked as if patriotism could also hum a tune.

 

He died in Studio City on October 2, 1998. Somewhere a Saturday matinee is still starting with a song before
the chase.

 

Autry's gift was usable myth - making Western manners sound neighborly. Notice Nearby keeps the death date
so October 2 remembers the singing cowboy who sold America a cleaner trail.

Services
Died in Studio City, California, October 2, 1998. Singing cowboy; radio, film, television; California Angels
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owner; World War II Army Air Forces veteran.
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