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Grace Kelly
November 12, 1929 - September 14, 1982

Monaco, undefined

Grace Kelly - Academy Award-winning American actress and, as Princess Grace, consort of Prince Rainier III of
Monaco - died in Monaco on September 14, 1982, of injuries from a automobile crash on a mountain road the
day before. She was fifty-two. Her daughter Stephanie survived the wreck; the world that had watched a
Philadelphia bricklayer's granddaughter become Hitchcock's cool blonde and then a European princess mourned
in two languages at once.

 

Born in Philadelphia on November 12, 1929, she trained for the stage, found film work that sharpened into High
Noon, Dial M for Murder, Rear Window, To Catch a Thief, and The Country Girl - the last bringing the Oscar.
The 1956 wedding in Monaco ended a Hollywood career at its peak and began a different public life of state
visits, charities, and the careful privacy of a small principality under a large spotlight.

 

She never quite stopped being American in the public imagination: East Falls roots, crisp consonants, a screen
stillness that directors used like glass. After the crash, hospitals and bulletins filled the same wires that had once
carried premiere gossip. Rainier and their children buried a woman who had made glamour look like discipline.

 

She died in Monaco on September 14, 1982. Philadelphia still claims the girl; Monaco keeps the princess; the
films keep the craft.

 

Kelly's screen work rewards rewatching less for costume than for timing - the pause before a glance, the refusal
to overplay panic. Royal life asked for a different performance and she gave it without apology. Notice Nearby
records an American death date on a foreign road, because the calendar of September 14 already knows how
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often glamour and gravity share a headline.

Services
Died in Monaco on September 14, 1982, following a car crash on September 13. American actress and Princess
of Monaco; buried at the Cathedral of Our Lady Immaculate, Monaco.
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