
NOTICE NEARBY - HISTORICAL FIGURE

Janet Gaynor
October 6, 1906 - September 14, 1984

Palm Springs, California

Janet Gaynor, the first winner of the Academy Award for Best Actress and a quiet pillar of late-silent and
early-sound Hollywood, died in Palm Springs, California, on September 14, 1984. She was seventy-seven. Two
years earlier a San Francisco traffic accident had left injuries from which she never fully recovered; pneumonia
and the long aftermath closed the story.

 

Born Laura Augusta Gainor in Philadelphia on October 6, 1906, and raised partly in San Francisco, she reached
Fox as a young contract player whose face could carry Sunrise, Seventh Heaven, and Street Angel into the first
Oscar ceremony's combined award. A Star Is Born (1937) later fixed her in sound-era memory as the hopeful
who survives a husband's collapse - a role that shadowed her own preference for privacy over publicity.

 

She retired, returned sparingly, painted, and lived with a craftsperson's dislike of being only a trophy citation.
Colleagues remembered professionalism without temperament; audiences remembered an ing?nue who
somehow never seemed brittle. Palm Springs became the soft landing after studios that had once scheduled her
like clockwork.

 

She died in Palm Springs on September 14, 1984. The first Best Actress statue had long since become trivia; the
films remained the better proof.

 

Gaynor's early Oscars arrived when the industry still argued whether close-ups were art. She helped answer yes.
Murnau's Sunrise still looks like a wager that cinema could be both poetic and popular; her face carries that
wager without strain. Later generations who know only the Oscar footnote miss the physical stillness she
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brought to sound stages still learning the microphone. Notice Nearby records the death date among September
14's American memorials, so the pioneer is not lost under later, louder stars.

Services
Died in Palm Springs, California, September 14, 1984. First Academy Award winner for Best Actress; buried at
Hollywood Forever Cemetery, Los Angeles.
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