NOTICE NEARBY - COMMUNITY MEMORIAL

arénas

Luz Elena
March 8, 1958 - September 5, 2026
Mesa, Arizona

Luz Elena Cardenas died in Mesa on September 5, 2026. She was sixty-eight. Born there on March 8, 1958, she
grew up when the citrus till reached the canal and the canal till reached agirl on abicycle. Her mother cleaned
rooms at a motor court. Luz learned that a clean seat isakind of welcome that does not require a speech.

She drove a school bus for twenty-three years, first as a substitute who learned every cul-de-sac the hard way,
later as the regular on aroute that collected children who had already had along morning. She kept extra water
and a privately updated list of which houses needed an extra minute because a parent worked nights. When a
monsoon closed a wash she parked and waited, because a schedule is hot more important than a dip that looks
like aroad. She would not let a vendor invent a discount that made the fare box aliar.

She married Ruben Cardenasin 1979. They raised a daughter in a stucco house that needed a new cooler more
often than the budget admitted. Ruben worked a warehouse. Luz packed lunches that could survive aclimb in
heat. After he died in 2018 she kept his chair for ayear and then gave it to a nephew who needed a place to do
homework.

Neighbors remember awoman who would jump a battery in the lot at dusk, who knew which intern needed a
second explanation of the pre-trip, and who could hear arice pot without looking. She loved the first cool
evening in October, a green-chile burrito on a Saturday, and the particular quiet after the last child was walked to
adoor. Shedied in Mesa, in heat she had always said was honest. The route is someone else's now. The patience
she practiced there is harder to replace than a vacancy on a board.
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A rosary and asimple service in Mesa. The family welcomes a favorite hymn and a gift to a school-bus drivers
fund.
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