
NOTICE NEARBY - COMMUNITY MEMORIAL

Nils Peter Hagen
June 20, 1939 - August 19, 2026

Bismarck, North Dakota

Nils Peter Hagen died in Bismarck on August 19, 2026. He was eighty-seven. Born there on June 20, 1939, he
grew up knowing the elevator as a clock and the river as a weekday neighbor. He learned a grain probe before he
learned a necktie. A correct sample, he said, is a kind of promise: it has to be true or the whole story is a lie to a
farmer.

 

He spent thirty-six years at a grain elevator, first as a helper, later as the man who could hear a bad belt before
the gauge admitted it. He did not advertise. Farmers called him because he would tell the truth about moisture
even when the truth postponed a load. He charged a fair hour on the side when a church van needed a lift more
than a sermon. He kept a notebook of bins, not clients.

 

He married Elaine Hagen in 1962. They raised a son and a daughter in a house that needed a new porch every
twenty years. Elaine kept the library. Nils grilled on Sundays and considered a plate of kuchen a seasonal
obligation. After he retired he still came out when a neighbor's auger died, moving slower, charging less.

 

Friends remember a man who wiped his hands before he shook yours, who could stand in a noise without
making it a personality, and who left a floor cleaner than he found it. He loved a quiet porch at dusk, a cup of
coffee that was never quite hot enough, and the late light on the river. He died in Bismarck, in the cold he had
always said you could live with if you buttoned your coat. The elevator is someone else's now. The care he
practiced there is harder to replace than a shift.

Services
A service in Bismarck, then coffee. A gift to a farm-safety program or a high-school shop suits him.
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